
Figure 24. Correlation between average February through May 
precipitation in northeast Brazil (yellow dot) and sea surface temperature. 
Red (blue) shading indicates regions in which above-normal sea surface 
temperatures tend to be observed in conjunction with the above (below) 
normal rainfall in northeast Brazil. The strongest correlations are on the 
order of 0.7. Northeast Brazil rainfall tends to be more strongly correlated 
with Atlantic sea surface temperatures than with Pacific sea surface 
temperatures.


